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Building Community at the Crossroads of Faith and Life 

Meet Our Newest Teens 

I’d like to introduce you to the six young people who 

recently celebrated a landmark on their journey to 

adulthood – entering the teenage years – marked by the 

Rite 13 ceremony. Pictures of them on this big day are 

on the West Avenue bulletin board. 

Marit Bjornlund is one of the four of this group who are 

oldest siblings. A student at Eastern Middle School, she 

especially enjoys her history and media classes and still 

finds time for ice hockey. Marit is interested in 

photography and in beading; she likes to catch “Project 

Runway” and to play with her dog Saki. This summer 

Marit and Elsa and Tiger traveled with their parents to 

Guatemala and Honduras (Marit was in a Spanish-

immersion elementary school), where they combined 

language study and long horseback rides. 

Elayne Deelen enjoys the active life, often changing into 

tennis clothes after church school for a game with her 

dad and sister Olivia. She also likes to dance (current 

class is hip-hop) and to play volleyball and soccer. An 

eighth grader at Westland Middle School, Elayne likes 

both geometry and world history; she thinks she’d like 

to be a lawyer. Elayne plays board games and watches 

“Wizards of Waverly Place” with Olivia, and both of 

them keep fluent in Dutch by speaking it with their dad. 

This summer they visited his side of the family in 

Belgium and France. 

Matt Baer is the middle child of three brothers. He’s a 

good student at Westland Middle School, yet P.E. is his 

favorite class, and he enjoys a range of sports: he golfs 

with his family, he plays league basketball and baseball, 

and he often heads to the nearby tennis courts at Candy 

Cane City. He was enthusiastic about a trip to Alaska his 

family took this summer. After rafting for five days, and 

sighting thirteen black bears, Matt, Jack, and their dad 

hiked in Denali National Park and had the good fortune 

to view Mount McKinley on a clear day. 

 

 

Nick King’s family also enjoys hiking and camping out 

together, and this summer Nick spent time at the pool 

as well as getting together with friends in his 

neighborhood to toss around a football. This fall he’s 

starting as quarterback for his team in the Rockville 

Football League. Nick goes to the Avalon School in 

Gaithersburg, where he likes his geography class best. 

Pizza and lobster are his favorite foods and he’s a fan of 

Far Side comics. Also in the family circle are siblings 

Samantha and Greg, and their dog Merlin, a black lab 

mix. They all enjoyed a trip to Nags Head this summer. 

Nick is the older of the McUmber brothers, an eighth 

grader at Our Lady of Lourdes. The family vacation this 

summer was to Michigan, to visit his dad’s side of the 

family. Nick loves to play football and basketball, but 

our interview was mostly about his five weeks at a 

summer camp in Woodstock, New York, that taught 

military drill and was designed to focus on two 

academic subjects for each camper/student. Nick was in 

instruction or study or drill nearly all day, but he 

enjoyed it very much, and that’s where he was on his 

birthday. His favorite subject is math. 

Keenan McUmber is also at Our Lady of Lourdes and 

was with his brother at the military camp. He likes to 

play video games as well as his favorite sports, 

basketball and football, and he looks forward to reading 

the weekly “Sports Illustrated.” The McUmber family 

pets are a white and orange cat named Clem and a 

black dog named Ivy. Keenan enjoys them, and he gets 

along well with his sister Nora and brother Nick too. He 

particularly liked a trip the family took to Williamsburg. 

I hope these few details will give you enough ideas to 

open up conversations with these six interesting and 

amiable young people! Getting to know them will 

reward the effort. I hope St. John’s will be a welcoming 

and comfortable place for them throughout their 

teenage years. 

Nancy Derr, Church School Director 
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Passages for October 5 

Rejoice with the “ecstatic” Pam & Joe Winder 

on the September 29
th

 birth of Michael John to 

Cary & Becky Winder Lyne in Chicago. Both 

mother and child are doing fine. 

Confirm this family’s joy, O Lord, with a lively 

sense of your presence. 

We rejoice with the families of Margaret & Bob 

Uhar, Susan & Jim Bradley and Elaine & Jeremy 

Curtin on the renewal of their marriage vows 

with the Bishop & Karen Chane at the Cathedral 

on September 20 in a special service for those 

who have celebrated 25 or more years of 

marriage. 

Continue your blessing on these your servants 

whose lives together are a sign of Christ’s love to 

this hurting and broken world. 

Your prayers please, for Pat Rich happily back in 

her apartment at Knollwood with John while 

continuing the hard work of recovery following 

knee surgery. 

God the Father bless you, God the Son heal you, 

God the Holy Spirit give you strength. 

We hold in blessed memory James Tapley for 

whom a committal service was offered at 

Arlington on September 19
th

, and extend our 

sympathy and Christian hope to Priscilla and all 

who are bereaved. 

May the faithful rest in peace, and light 

perpetual shine upon them. 

Harrison+ 

A Memory Book 

Victorie Haislip is assembling a memory book for Susan 

Flanders to celebrate Susan's time as Rector with us at 

St. John's. The book will collect memories, messages, 

pictures, and drawings from parishioners. Pages for the 

book will be available in the church library beginning 

Sunday, October 5th. There will be a box for pictures 

(please leave pertinent information with the pictures) 

and pages from the book on which to write or draw. 

Victorie will assemble your memories and the book will 

be presented to Susan the evening of her farewell party 

on Saturday, October 25th. 

Joan Pirie 

The Chane Gang Live!  

Walker School Benefit 

Bishop John Bryson Chane and his band, The Chane 

Gang, will bring their hard-driving blues sound to 

Washington Episcopal School (5600 Little Falls 

Parkway, Bethesda) on October 10, 7:30 PM. The 

concert, proceeds from which will benefit the Bishop 

John T. Walker School for Boys, costs $30 per person, 

with light fare and a cash bar. Wear your dancing shoes 

and show your support in style by becoming a Patron 

($500) or a Benefactor ($1,000). Support at these levels 

includes six tickets. RSVP by October 3 (202/299-6521 

or fodonoghue@edow.org). Guest list and tickets at 

the door. If you are unable to attend but want to  

show your support, please donate online at  

www.bishopwalkerschool.org 

Church House News 

First Sunday Brunch Returns 

Following October 5’s First Sunday 11:15 service, our 

fellowship will continue over brunch in the Parish 

Hall. Although Mary Maughlin took it upon herself to 

organize this kick-off brunch, I am sure she will 

welcome help - especially with clean-up! Come and 

enjoy a tasty meal and a chance for conversation. 

Harrison West+ 

Sunday’s Parish Hall Forum:  
An Adult-look at the Lord’s Prayer 

Building on the Church School’s focus this year on 

prayer - prayers remembered and those offered 

spontaneously from the heart, this Parish Hall Forum 

will focus on the prayer Jesus taught his friends. There 

will be some Bible study and a bit of liturgical history as 

we look at this familiar prayer’s various forms, two 

contemporary restatements and what this beloved 

prayer means for us. Please give some thought to 

recalling how you first learned the Lord’s Prayer and 

join the conversation in the Parish Hall at 10 AM. 

Harrison West+ 
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Angel Choir 

Angel Choir, for boys and girls ages 3 through pre-K, is a 

wonderful way to introduce your child to the joys of 

music making. Led by Liz Luck, this group uses games, 

movement, and singing to explore the basics of music. 

The Angel Choir sings in church several times a year and 

practices in the choir room on Sunday mornings, 11 – 

11:30 AM, for four to six weeks before each singing 

date. If you are interested in having your child sing with 

our Angel Choir, please contact Liz Luck in the church 

office, 301-654-7767, or lluck@stjohnsnorwood.org. 

Anne Timpane 

Lift High the Cross Update 

For those parishioners who have made either Regular 

gifts or Matching Gifts to the LHTC Campaign during 

2008, you should receive a year-end income tax 

statement in January 2009 reflecting the amount of 

your contributions. If you are planning to make your 

2008 gift in the form of securities, please contact either 

the church office or Wilson Krahnke (301-654-2996;  

krahnke@comcast.net) for instruction on securities 

transfer. In either case, please let me know what 

securities are being donated. If you don’t remember 

the amount of your donation, please contact me at 

either of the above sources and I will let you know your 

obligation. Lastly, there are a few parishioners that 

have an outstanding commitment from 2007. I will let 

you know the amount due by a separate individual 

letter in the next few weeks. As a reminder, the earlier 

that you make your 2008 contribution, the earlier we 

can reduce the bank debt. Thank you for your support 

to date. Any additional contributions are both needed 

and welcome! 

Wilson N. Krahnke, LHTC Campaign Treasurer 

Yale Alumni Chorus Concert 

This coming Sunday, October 5
th

, at 2:30 PM, members 

of the Yale Alumni Chorus will give a concert at St. 

John’s as part of their DC Choral Weekend. The concert 

will feature Gabriel Faure’s Requiem, with David 

Timpane as baritone soloist, and a setting of one of 

Dylan Thomas’ finest poems, “Do Not Go Gentle Into 

That Good Night,” by Bill Flanders. Written by Thomas 

for his dying father, “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good 

Night” is in the form of a villanelle - a nineteen line 

poem with only two rhyming sounds. Bill’s music 

United Thank Offering Ingathering Report 

I am sorry to be so late in reporting the amount of our 

Spring United Thank Offering. However, I felt that the 

amount shown by the Episcopal Church Women was 

less than the amount that we had given, so wanted to 

check it our with our Treasurer. Our Treasurer shows 

that we gave $1,035 at our Spring Ingathering, and a 

total of $2,210 in 2007. 

At our May Ingathering we also gave out a little blue 

UTO box to each family so that we may "show forth our 

thanks daily by placing a coin or bill in the little blue 

box." We will collect those little boxes at the Fall 

Ingathering on Sunday, November 16. If you did not get 

a box and would like one, you may still pick one up at 

the parish office from Liz Luck. We have been 

encouraged by the United Thank Offering Committee 

to use the little blue boxes as was the original 

intention. We will place a little blue envelope in your 

church bulletin that day if you prefer to make your 

offering that way. We would like to hear from you no 

matter which way you prefer – box or envelope.  

Margaret R. Brewer, UTO Representative 

powerfully captures both the rage and the sadness of 

this poem and takes the listener inside Thomas’ text in 

a thought-provoking way. 

The Yale Alumni Chorus is actually a member-based 

charitable foundation, born of the joy of singing and 

deeply committed to the idea that lives can be changed 

through the universal language of song. Organized in 

1997, the foundation’s mission is to “promote harmony 

through choral music both at home and abroad; 

encourage the creation of new choral music; and 

develop and fund creative musical outreach programs 

to enrich people’s lives.” In its first decade, the Yale 

Alumni Chorus has sung on five continents and on 

some of the greatest concert stages in the world. Their 

repertoire includes everything from such Yale songs as 

“We Meet Again Tonight,” spirituals like “Ride the 

Chariot,” and local folk songs in their original 

languages, to the works of Beethoven, Bernstein, 

Hindemith, Verdi and Handel. 

This Yale Alumni Chorus concert will benefit the Yale 

Club and St. John’s Friends of Music. 

Anne Timpane 
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If you wish to be removed from the Saint John’s mailing list, or no 

longer wish to receive the Saint John’s at the Crossroads newsletter, 

please let the office know. 

The next issue of Crossroads will be dated Sun., OCT 12. 

Sunday, OCT. 5, is the deadline for article submission for 

the next issue.  Articles may be submitted to the Parish 

Office (place in the plastic tray marked “CROSSROADS”) or by 

e-mail: newsletter@ stjohnsnorwood.org (with “Crossroads” 

in the subject line). Please email unformatted text only (no 

attachments, please).  

Note: The editor and church staff reserve the right to 

determine the content of Crossroads and edit for grammar or 

length requirements. 

Sunday, October 5, 2008 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist - Chapel 

9:00 AM  Family-Friendly Holy Eucharist - Nave 

 Children’s Chapel - Hines Hall 

10:00 AM Adult Forum - Parish Hall 

  Bible Study - Library 

  Church School - Classrooms 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist - Nave 

12:30 PM First Sunday Brunch - Parish Hall 

2:30 PM Yale Alumni Chorus Concert - Nave 

5:00 PM Come As You Are Holy Eucharist - Nave 

5:30 PM Youth Group - Youth Room 

6:00 PM Adoption Ministry - Lounge 

Monday, October 6, 2008 

7:30 PM Women’s Book Group – Cascio res. 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 

1:15 PM Church Staff - Rector’s Office 

4:00 PM Primary Choir - Choir Room 

7:00 PM Alleluia Choir - Choir Room 

  Knorwood Knitters - Parish Office 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 

10:30 AM Bible Study - Lounge 

12:00 PM Holy Eucharist/Healing - Chapel 

  Library Rejuvenation Project - Library 

7:30 PM Living Worship in a Prayer Book Tradition - 

Lounge 

Thursday, October 9, 2008 

6:00 PM Norwood Ringers - Choir Room 

7:30 PM St. John’s Choir - Choir Room 

Friday, October 10, 2008 

7:30 PM The Chane Gang – offsite, Washington 

Episcopal School 

Saturday, October 11, 2008 

8:00 AM Acolyte Festival - Offsite 

Sunday, October 12, 2008 

 Liturgy of Welcome 

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist - Chapel 

9:00 AM  Family-Friendly Holy Eucharist - Nave 

 Children’s Chapel - Hines Hall 

10:00 AM Adult Forum - Parish Hall 

  Bible Study - Library 

  Church School - Classrooms 

11:15 AM Holy Eucharist - Nave 

12:30 PM New Members Brunch - Rector’s res.  

2:00 PM Animal Adoption Fair - Grounds 

5:00 PM Blessing of the Animals / Holy Eucharist - Nave 

5:30 PM Youth Group - Youth Room 

Blessing of the Animals 

Our annual St. Francis day celebration and blessing of 

animals will occur this year on Sunday, October 12, a 

week later than usual.  It will be at the 5 PM service 

and will be preceded from 2—5 PM by the 

Montgomery County Pet Adoption Fair. All are invited 

to the fair and then to the service in the nave where 

pets are welcome.  

Susan Flanders 


